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XIV ELRA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Tallinn, 2nd December 2011
Hosted by the Centre of Registers and Information Systems of Estonia, the XIV ELRA General Assembly took place in Tallinn, on Friday 2nd December 2011.
The meeting was attended by representatives from 26 ELRA member associations of 22 EU Member States and, on this occasion, representatives from the Office for Surveying, Mapping and Cadastre of the Czech Republic, a country interested in our association, also participated.

The Assembly was opened by Mr. Wim Louwman, ELRA President, who welcomed all the delegates to the meeting and explained the recent activities carried out by the Association. In his presentation, he emphasized the most important achievements in this past term. 
After Mr. Louwman’s presentation, Mr. Gabriel Alonso, ELRA Secretary General, reviewed the last ELRA meeting, held in Brussels on 17th May 2011.
Continuing the administrative business, Mr. Johan Pieters, ELRA Treasurer, explained the financial situation of ELRA and the future projects in 2012. 
Another important topic of this XIV Assembly was the launching of the 4th volume of the ELRA Annual Publication. Mr. Javier Gómez Gálligo, from the Colegio de Registradores de España, introduced it to the Assembly.

On this occasion, the Annual Publication contained the following articles, sent by ELRA Member Associations: 
· Croatia: “Foreigners as Real Property Owners”
· Ireland: “From Dispossession to Digitisation: the Transformation of Property Registration Services in Ireland”
· Slovakia: “Registration of Ownership Rights and Guarantees of These Rights – Experience from Slovakia”
· Spain: “The Review of Regulation 44/2001 in the Field of Protective Measures and Property Registries”
· Estonia: “How to Ensure the Integrity of the Electronic Land Register”
· European Parliament Presentation (ALDE Group)
· Mr. Jacques Vos: Authentic Registers in the Netherlands. Technical ambition in relation to reliability and legal certainty
· Mr. Gabriel Alonso Landeta: European Law Institute (ELI) 
· Article about the last General Assembly (Brussels, 16-17 May 2011)
After the internal matters, the Assembly focused on the EC papers and discussions.
Mr. Chris Pitt-Lewis, ELRA Administrator, made a presentation about the review of the Brussels I Regulation, and Mr. Gabriel Alonso, ELRA Secretary General, introduced the Proposal for a Directive of the EP and Council on credit agreements relating to residential property. 
Following Mr. Alonso’s presentation, Mr. Guillermo Palao, Professor of Private International Law of the University of Valencia, made a presentation about the Proposal for a Regulation on a Common European Sales Law.

After the coffee break, Mr. Wim Louwman, ELRA President and Coordinator of the E-conveyancing Working Group, made a report of the CROBECO Conference, held the day before, and introduced the proposal for a new Action Grant.
ELRA had the pleasure of welcoming Ms. Diana Wallis, Vice President of the European Parliament. In her presentation, Ms. Wallis explained the problems of cross-border property purchases and proposed some practical steps for the future. Ms. Wallis showed her interest in and support for ELRA and the CROBECO project, and promised to work closely with our Association. Finally, she presented her book “European Property Rights and Wrongs”.

Moderated by Mr. Wim Louwman, ELRA President, there was a panel discussion, made up of representatives from different fields related to Land Registry matters: Ms. Diana Wallis, Vice President of the European Parliament, Professor Guillermo Palao from the University of Valencia, Mr. Antonio Vilches, Spanish Land Registrar and Mr. Frits von Seydlitz, Dutch notary. They talked about the ways to reach a European conveyancing area and the possible steps to create a European property market. After their speeches, ELRA Members had the opportunity to ask questions.
The afternoon session began with the presentation of the Directive on Consumer Rights by Ms. Liz Pope, from the Property Registration Authority of Ireland.

Another important topic of this XIV Assembly was the European Land Registry Network (ELRN), which aims to facilitate the participation of Land Registries in European civil justice cooperation and to contribute to the strengthening of the European space of freedom security and justice.  

Mr. Gabriel Alonso, ELRA Secretary General and ELRN coordinator, reported on the 3rd contact points meeting, held in Madrid on 6th and 7th October. Related to this issue, Mr. Mihai Taus, ELRA Administrator, talked about the Fact Sheets, which are still being prepared, and Mr. Johan Pieters, ELRA Treasurer, updated the Assembly about developments concerning the proposal for a regulation on Succession matters.

Following the presentations about the European Land Registry Network, Mr. Johan Pieters, ELRA Treasurer, talked about data protection and Land Registry publicity.

And finally, the Assembly focused on the Land Registry System in the host country of this XIV meeting: Estonia. Mr. Ingmar Vali, Head of Court Registers Department of the Centre of Registers and Information Systems gave a clear vision of the functioning of the Land Registry System in Estonia.
To conclude, the President, Mr. Wim Louwman, reviewed the outcomes of the meeting. He also thanked the Estonian associations for their efforts to organize the meeting and all the participants for their attendance, and encouraged everybody to continue working hard for the Association. Finally, Mr. Louwman announced that the next Assembly was scheduled to take place in Brussels in May-June 2012.
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