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Legal ownership 

English law recognises 2 types of legal 
ownership of land, 

• Fee simple absolute in possession 
(“Freehold”). The closest English law 
gets to absolute ownership. 

• Term of years absolute (“Leasehold”). 
Definite start and end date. 

 

HMLR registers, 

• Freeholds, and 

• Leases granted for a term of 7 years or 
more. 

 



HMLR 

• HMLR is a title registry (not a deeds 
registry) 

• Titles registered by HMLR are 
guaranteed by the state 

• Compensation (“indemnity”) is paid by 
HMLR if a mistake on the register 
causes loss 

• What is guaranteed is determined by the 
class of title given by the Registrar (or 
HMLR’s staff on his behalf) 

• The best class of title is “absolute”. Most 
titles are absolute. 

 

 



Freehold 

• Absolute 

• Possessory 

• Qualified 

Leasehold 

• Absolute 

• Possessory 

• Qualified 

• Good leasehold 

Classes of title 



Example register 

 

 



Example register 

 

 



Example register 

 

 



Publicity 

• Open register 

• Official copies. Admissible as 

evidence in court. Contents are 

guaranteed 

• Register view 

• Extracts 

 

 



Questions? 

 

 


