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The ISA2 programme

Run by the ISA Unit at DIGIT 
(European Commission) with 
131€M budget, the ISA2

programme provides public 
administrations, businesses and 
citizens with specifications and 
standards, software and 
services to reduce 
administrative burdens.

http://www.ec.europa.eu/isa2
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Conceptual model
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Base Registries

According to the EIF, base 
registries are the 
cornerstone of European 
public service delivery, e.g. 

• Municipality registers

• Business Registers

• Land Registers
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Semantic Interoperability

• Semantic interoperability ensures that the precise format and 
meaning of exchanged data and information is preserved and 
understood throughout exchanges between parties, in other 
words ‘what is sent is what is understood’. 

• In the EIF, semantic interoperability covers both semantic and 
syntactic aspects: 

• The semantic aspect refers to the meaning of data elements and 
the relationship between them. It includes developing vocabularies 
and schemata to describe data exchanges, and ensures that data 
elements are understood in the same way by all communicating 
parties; 

• The syntactic aspect refers to describing the exact format of the 
information to be exchanged in terms of grammar and format.
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ISA2’s specifications

Specification Examples of use

Core Business Business Registers Interconnection System (BRIS)
OpenCorporates portal

Core Criterion and Core Evidence European Single Procurement Document (ESPD) 

Core Location Belgium (interconnect national and regional base registers 
with address data)
Greece (Tax Authorities published linked open data about 
several thousands of companies)

Core Person e-CODEX, Public Documents
Flanders (OSLO based on Core Person and others) 

Core Public Organisation ‘Informatie Vlaanderen’ (e-government portal)

Core Public Service Standards based on or inspired by CPSV in Belgium, Estonia, 
Finland, Ireland and Portugal, Italy, Slovakia, Netherlands 

DCAT-AP European Union Open Data Portal
Joint Research Center’s Data Catalogue
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Use cases for ISA2 specifications

• Open data publishing (foundation of a common export format for 
data in base registries like cadastres, business registers and service 
portals);

• Data integration (integration of data coming from different 
sources);

• Publication of Linked Data (publication of structured data to allow 
interlinking of data and facilitate semantic queries from multiple 
sources);

• Information exchange between systems (context-specific data 
model used to exchange data among existing information 
systems);

• Development of new systems (conceptual and logical data models 
in newly developed information systems).
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You click, we link.

Stay in touch

ec.europa.eu/isa2

@EU_isa2 isa@ec.europa.eu

suzanne.wigard@ec.europa.eu

QUESTIONS? 

mailto:isa@ec.europa.eu

